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Ohio Sentencing Data Platform Information & Timeline  

 
October 2019:   
Uniform Sentencing Entry Ad Hoc Committee convened to develop a model, uniform sentencing entry prescribing 
the minimum information required in a felony sentencing entry. Providing a uniform entry with the minimum 
standards required allows the Courts to include supplemental information to the uniform entry as necessary. 
 
December 2019:  
Realizing the value of the Uniform Sentencing Entry to Judges and courts and knowing we needed to leverage 
technology to implement it, the academic partnerships that we’d considered before came to the forefront. Such 
academic partnerships are common practice across the country for other sentencing and criminal justice 
commissions and we have included funding specific to that purpose in every biennial budget submission for the 
Commission since 2015.  
 
January 2020: 
Call for a centralized sentencing database is published via Cleveland dot com which coincides with the work of 
the Uniform Sentencing Entry Ad Hoc Committee.  
 
Meeting with Ohio State University “CJ data working group”: 

Professor Douglas Berman, Jana Hrdinova, Holly Griffin (Drug Enforcement and Policy Center Moritz 
College of Law)  
Ryan King (Sociology) 
David Landsbergen (Glenn College) 
Lisa Neilsen (CHRR - Center for Human Resource Research) 

 
February 2020: 
The Uniform Sentencing Entry Ad Hoc Committee presented an Executive Summary and DRAFT Uniform 
Sentencing Entry to Chief Justice O’Connor. Further, the Committee requested to reconvene for the purpose of 
developing a Method of Conviction Entry. Members also could identify and complete the remaining tasks 
associated with a reasoned, thoughtful roll-out strategy for implementation of the DRAFT Uniform Sentencing 
Entry.  
 
Meeting with Dr. Latessa (School of Criminal Justice) and Dr. Said (School of Information and Technology) at the 
University of Cincinnati. 
 
April 2020: 
Discuss possibility of Memorandum of Understanding/Agreement with University of Cincinnati.  
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Review Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the University of Cincinnati for the Ohio Cyber Range 
Institute – outlining the partnership with Ohio Department of Higher Education and the Adjutant General. 
 
Contact & speak with Cyber Security Outreach Coordinator at the State of Ohio Adjutant General's Department 
regarding the MOU with the University of Cincinnati. 
 
May 2020: 
Submitted grant application to the Office of Criminal Justice Services for 2020 Byrne/JAG dollars. Our work 
developing a Uniform Sentencing Entry is the basis for the application to create a felony sentencing database and 
is a collaboration between the Commission, the University of Cincinnati School of Information & Technology, the 
University of Cincinnati School of Criminal Justice and the Ohio State University, Moritz College of Law.  
 
Contact the Department of Administrative Services regarding procurement process, contracts, memorandum of 
understanding or agreement. 
 
Contact Business Counsel Unit, Office of Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost for guidance on the Commission drafting 
an MOU with a university. 
  
Contact and speak with Vice Chancellor Ohio Department of Higher Education regarding their arrangement with 
the University of Cincinnati. 
 
July 2020: 
Speak with Assistant Professor of Law, Co-Director, Social Justice Institute, Director, Criminal Defense Clinic 
Director, Social Justice Law Center Ayesha Bell Hardaway, Case Western Reserve University School of Law about 
ways to engage in partnership. 
 
Meet with University of Cincinnati to discuss possible partnership Memorandum of Understanding/Agreement. 
 
August 2020:  
Uniform Sentencing Entry Ad Hoc Committee Report complete August 31, 2020.  
 
September 2020: 
Chief Justice O’Connor addresses the Commission regarding the opportunity and timing for comprehensive 
sentencing and criminal justice data; “Without data we are proceeding blindly, in contrast to acting in the best 
interest of the people of Ohio.” 
 
The Uniform Sentencing Entry Ad Hoc Committee Report and Recommendations are presented to the Commission 
by committee chair, Judge Zmuda.  
 
Court Legal and Fiscal offices review/comment/assist in preparation of Scope of Work, contract with University 
of Cincinnati. 
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Discovery Phase Contract signed with University of Cincinnati 09-15-2020 – April 30, 2021.  
 
November 2020:  
Two judges from two different courts, who both served on the Ad Hoc Committee, agreed to have Dr. Said visit 
their court to observe sentencing and their processes to incorporate into the development of the Ohio Sentencing 
Data Platform (OSDP) application. 
 
Governance Board convened for first meeting.  
 
Updated / revised FY2022-2023 budget worksheet justification – revisions were specific to position descriptions. 
The justification specifically noted:  
 

The establishment of the sentencing database, the Ohio Sentencing Data Platform, will require an ongoing 
appropriation which is explained in the attached Ohio Sentencing Data Platform roadmap. We intend to 
supplement GRF funding with grant dollars, when applicable and appropriate. Note, the application for 
2020 Byrne/JAG grant funding submitted in June 2020.  
 
To establish the Ohio Sentencing Data Platform, each fiscal year, beginning in 2022, we will need 
approximately $400,000 or, $800,000 for the biennium. And, that same amount for the next biennial 
budget cycle when thereafter we can reduce to $150,000 annually – as noted here: 
 
Annual appropriation: 
2022: $400,000 
2023: $400,000 
2024: $400,000 
2025: $400,000 
2026: $400,000 
2027: $150,000 
2028: $150,000 
2029: $150,000 
 
The Commission, in this proposed budget, can along with university or other research organization 
resources, continue to serve as a vehicle for the betterment of Ohio’s criminal justice system, expand its 
analytical capacity and further its goal of developing data driven policy decisions that ensure fairness and 
consistency in sentencing. The increased resources will achieve a reasoned, deliberate roll-out strategy for 
the implementation of the Uniform Sentencing Entry and companion documents. It will provide a roadmap 
for the development of a felony sentencing database which will give practitioners and policy makers an 
unprecedented level of information. The information can be used to leverage resources and programming 
to improve outcomes for those involved in the criminal justice system and help inform judicial decision-
making.  
 
It can be the cornerstone to a larger, comprehensive criminal justice database that captures data 
throughout the continuum – from the first contact with law enforcement through post-case disposition – 
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and, ultimately at both the misdemeanor and felony level. In other words, robust data and information 
translates to a safer, fairer, and more cost-efficient criminal justice system. 

 
December 2020: 
OSDP project update and discussion at meeting of the full Commission. 
 
January 2021:  
Awarded Byrne/JAG grant. 
 
Presented at the Supreme Court of Ohio Administrative Conference regarding the Ohio Sentencing Data Platform, 
January 26, 2021. 
 
February 2021: 
The Governance Board sanctioned the Data Governance and Policy Working Group. The Executive Director of the 
Pennsylvania Commission on Sentencing agrees to provide technical assistance and consultation to the group. 
Pennsylvania has a rich history in statewide virtual integration of justice data through the Pennsylvania Justice 
Network (JNET), and the deployment of statewide case management systems by the Administrative Offices of 
Pennsylvania Courts (AOPC). 
 
Citing that the early stages of development of the OSDP is an opportune time to evaluate how Ohio is using risk 
assessments, the Commission provides a letter of support and commit to partner with the Ohio State Bar 
Foundation to fund a project with Professor Hirsch, Professor of Law & Faculty Director of the Program on Data 
and Governance at the Ohio State University – Moritz College of Law and his colleagues regarding the use of risk 
assessments by the courts – project titled “Aligning Algorithmic Risk Assessments with Criminal Justice Values.”  
 
March 2021:  
Three additional judges from three different courts invited Dr. Said to their courts to observe processes and 
sentencing, bringing the total to five judges in five different courts around the state engaged with the project. 
 
OSDP project update and discussion at meeting of the full Commission. 
 
April 2021: 
Updated contract with University of Cincinnati following a JAG grant award from the Office of Criminal Justice 
Services; contract addendum signed April 5, 2021. 
 
Version 1.0 of the OSDP application was released. In addition, four judges from two new courts agreed to 
participate in the project through a site visit, bringing the total to nine judges in seven courts. Judges begin piloting 
the system and providing feedback.  
 
May 2021: 
Twelve new judges in three additional courts volunteered to be engaged with the project through site visits and 
testing the OSDP, for a total of 21 judges and 10 courts involved. 
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June 2021: 
Apply for two Byrne/JAG grants. One to develop and evaluate a public portal of sentencing data and one to create 
a standardized, centralized Ohio Criminal Offense Code (OCOC) application. The application will provide an 
interface to add and update standardized felony offense codes and will be non-proprietary (available to all who 
wish to use it). 
 
OSDP project update and discussion at meeting of the full Commission. 
 
The Aligning Algorithmic Risk Assessments with Criminal Justice Values project with Ohio State Bar Foundation is 
funded, and Professor Hirsch presents at the meeting of the full Commission.  
 
Five judges in five additional courts joined the project, bringing the total number engaged to 26 judges in 15 
courts.  
 
July 2021: 
Launch phase begins with FY22-23 budget cycle.  
 
Four judges and one new court joined the project. 
 
August 2021:  
Governance Board endorses the Commission as the OSDP project administrator/owner and approves system 
architecture design.  
 
Launch Phase contract signed – July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2023.  
 
Seven judges joined the project, bringing the total number to 37 judges in 16 courts. 
 
September 2021: 
Two judges joined the project. 
 
OSDP project update and discussion at meeting of the full Commission. 
 
October 2021: 
Ceremonial contract signing event for OSDP held in Columbus, Ohio. 
 
OSDP version 2.0 released, which includes--among other enhancements--a Plea Entry, the first of the Method of 
Conviction forms to be added to the OSDP.  
 
Seven judges and one additional court joined the project, for a total of 46 judges in 17 courts involved. 
 
November 2021: 
Governance Board approves draft Rules of Superintendence – 38.01 and 44. 
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Six judges and three courts joined the project for a total of 52 judges in 20 courts.  
 
December 2021: 
Hands on demo to Ohio Common Pleas Judges Association.  
 
OSDP project update and discussion at meeting of the full Commission. 
 
Thirty-one judges in 20 previously uninvolved courts expressed interest in joining the project, for a total of 83 
judges and 40 courts involved.  
 
January 2022: 
Awarded Byrne/JAG grants outlined above (June 2021). 
 
One additional judge joined the project. 
 
February 2022: 
Submitted grant application to the Cleveland Foundation to explore system to system integration to accelerate 
bringing Cuyahoga County onto the OSDP – which will also benefit other courts with sentencing entry templates 
embedded in their case management system. 
 
Signed contract addendum to hire a Research Fellow for one year to support development and rollout of OSDP. 
Contract for a period of twelve months that starts from the day of signing but ending no later than June 30, 2023. 
 
Rules of Superintendence presented to the Commission on Rules of Superintendence for approval to post Rules 
for public comment.  
 
Two new judges and one additional court joined the project, for a total of 86 judges in 41 courts engaged in the 
OSDP project.  
 
Version 3.0 of the OSDP released, which includes all the Methods of Conviction and Good Civics forms adopted by 
the Ad Hoc Committee. 
 
March 2022: 
Rules of Superintendence presented to Justices for consideration and approval to post for public comment. 
Decision deferred until follow up presentation and demonstration of OSDP the end of March 2022. 
 
Site visit to Pennsylvania – organized by the Pennsylvania Commission on Sentencing. The purpose of the visit was 
to learn more about Pennsylvania’s experiences in developing, deploying, and sustaining sentencing and other 
criminal justice applications, and in discussing the utilization of data to support research, inform policy, and 
promote transparency. The goal of the meeting is to provide insights through four state-level sessions and one 
local (Allegheny County) demonstration session. 
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