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The Numbers:  

 3000 individuals are in Ohio prisons for strictly drug possession1  
 14% of prison commitments in 2018 stemmed from drug possession2 
 Ohioans are imprisoned for drug offenses more than any other type of crime3 
 40% of all DRC commitments are felonies of the fourth and fifth degree4 
 Ohio’s prison population is 15th highest in nation5  
 13 people die in Ohio every day from an overdose6 

 
What Doesn’t Work: 

 “We’re not going to enforce or prosecute or incarcerate our way out of this problem” – Chuck 
Rosenberg, Acting Administrator of the DEA on August 2, 2017 

 2015 Pew Research Survey found that harsher federal sentencing laws for drug offenses did not lead 
to reductions in drug use 

 2014 research by Peter Reuter at the University of Maryland and Harold Pollack at the University of 
Chicago found that heavy police enforcement and extended prison sentences do not effectively stop 
the flow of drugs and drug use 

 Economists at Columbia and the University of Michigan found that the threat of longer prison sentences 
does not reduce crime 

 The National Institute of Justice found that “severity of punishment does little to deter crime” 
 Targeting just the supply of drugs is ineffective “because of the demand and the money that can be 

made, other people will step in.” – Leo Beletsky, Drug Policy Expert and Northeastern University Law 
Professor  

 
What Works: 

 Treating addiction as a public health crisis7  
 Community based treatment works, incarceration does not8 
 Treatment is cheaper than incarceration9 
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