[Cite as Stratton v. Kent State Univ., 2002-Ohio-4138.]

IN THE COURT OF CLAIMS OF OHIO

RITA STRATTON

Plaintiff : CASE NO. 99-13606
V. : JUDGMENT ENTRY

KENT STATE UNIVERSITY : Judge J. Warren Bettis
Defendant

{1} On April 26, 2001, this court rendered judgment in favor

of plaintiff on the issue of liability. Subsequently, this case

came on for trial on the issue of damages. As a preliminary
matter, plaintiff’s April 12, 2002, "“motion to exclude certain
testimony of defendant’s expert” is DENIED. In addition, the

videotaped deposition of Rosemary Saliba that was submitted after
trial pursuant to this court’s order is marked as Defendant’s
Exhibit AA and 1is ADMITTED. The exhibits used during that
deposition (Defendant’s Exhibits Q and X, and Plaintiff’s Exhibit
S-1) are also ADMITTED.

{2} Plaintiff attended defendant’s school of nursing from 1994
to 1997. During that time, plaintiff incurred $15,217.37 in
tuition and textbook expense. Plaintiff obtained a loan and used a
total $14,531 of the loan proceeds to pay her educational expenses.

{13} Plaintiff was awarded $12,446 in grants to use for her
nursing school expenses. As a result of the grants, plaintiff
received $11,238.08 1in refunds from defendant to reimburse

plaintiff for her prior tuition and book payments.
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{Y4} Plaintiff was removed from defendant’s nursing program
before she could register to take Nursing Agency III, the final
course required in order for her to obtain her degree. Subsequent
to her removal, plaintiff did not apply to another nursing school.

Plaintiff testified that although she would like to go back to
school to become a nurse, she did not think she would do well if
she were readmitted because so much time has passed since her
removal. Barbara Harrah, an assistant professor in defendant’s
nursing program, opined that plaintiff would most likely have to
repeat the entire course load in order to become a registered

nurse.

{5} Plaintiff’s expert, John F. Burke, Jr., PhD, testified
that plaintiff will lose a total of $821,991 in wages and fringe
benefits over her working life because she does not have nursing
degree. However, Burke’s opinion is largely speculative and

therefore unpersuasive.

{6} The court finds that due to the speed in which information
in the health care field becomes outdated and obsolete, plaintiff
would have to repeat another entire course of study in order to
receive her nursing degree.

{7} The court notes that plaintiff received $12,446 in grants
which resulted in refunds to her in the amount of $11,230.08. The
grants constitute a collateral source pursuant to R.C. 2743.02(D).

However, the court finds that plaintiff’s testimony was credible
regarding the loans she obtained in the amount of $14,531 that were
used for educational expenses including, but not 1limited to,
mileage, supplies, uniforms and other related expense. Therefore,
plaintiff is awarded damages in the amount of $14,531. Plaintiff’s

request for attorney’s fees is DENIED.
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{18} Judgment is hereby rendered in favor of plaintiff in the

amount of $14,556 which includes the filing fee paid by plaintiff.

Court costs are assessed against defendant.

The clerk shall serve

upon all parties notice of this judgment and its date of entry upon

the journal.
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